
HC COLA Mid-Summer Update 

Hubbard County Coalition of Lake Associations:  

• 30 Lake Associations Representing 42 Lakes & over 2350 members 

• 501c3 formed in 1988  

• Mission to protect & enhance the quality of our lakes & rivers, preserve 
the economic, recreational & natural environmental values of our 
shorelands & promote the responsible use of our waters & related 
habitats.  

• 21 years water quality monitoring - RMB Environmental Labs 

• 10th year of watercraft inspection education at the public accesses 

• Educate at the Hubbard County Fair in Environmental Educ Bldg 

• 3rd year of Eyes on the Water surveying program for zebra mussels/AIS 

• 2nd year of collaboration in ACTION Park Rapids Lakes Area 

• 2nd year HC COLA Charitable Fund Grant RFP - NW MN Foundation 

• HC COLA Serving on Advisory Team for One Watershed One Plans 

• HC COLA Meetings Open to Public to Share Educational Speakers   

 

 



HC COLA Logos 

 

 

Began Use in 2018 for Water Monitoring:  
• Water Quality   
• Aquatic Vegetation 
• Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 



HC COLA Billboards & Movie Theater Promos 
AIS Prevention Messaging on Radio & in 

Newspaper  

 

 

Partnering with County in 2019 

2018 on Hwy 34 E near Akeley 



Park Rapids Lakes Area Fishing Expo – Friday April 12, 2019 – HC COLA co-sponsored 
and part of messaging was on AIS Prevention.  Attended by 230 



Fun Pictures from the HC COLA Activities 



2018 HC COLA Highlights include & many of the 2019 Adventures  

• Community Ed - Protecting Our Lakes & Rivers – You are Part of the Solution & 4/4/19  
• Century Adventures – 7 stations in PM & 6/28/19 Water Pollution Expedition  
• Kinship Mentors – Good Fishing Habits & 2019 updated info 
• Hubbard County 4H – Shoreland Buffer Install at Northern Pines - 6/3/19 PM 
• Restore the Shore Class & Hands On Planting co-sponsored 6/13/19 – timelapse 

video:   https://www.crowwing.com/blog/shoreland-restoration-in-front-of-the-lodge/ 

• Wolf Lake – Beltrami / Hubbard Border –Starry Stonewort Containment Mtgs 
• Girl Scouts Troop 408 PR – 40 Zebra Mussel Settlement Samplers Created & 200 more 

created for adoption in 2019 & instruction booklet - Bronze Award Recvd 
• HC COLA Showcase Table at “Water Connects Us All” – Walker – 6/17-18/2019 
• Cede Waldo, senior at Kelliher - YouTube Video Win & Spiny Waterflea Models 6-27 
 Eagle Scout Project –  created Wolf Lake WMA Kiosk, Spring ’19 – learn more from 

the Boy Scout, Isaac Zinniel on 7/25 5:30 PM at Northwoods Bank Community Room 
– Refreshments served 

 Hubbard County Loon Monitoring & DNR nongame wildlife speaker 7/25/19, 6 PM 
 Aquatic Vegetation ID Class coming up Friday 7/26/19 at Northwoods Bank from 10 

AM to 2 PM – free class and complimentary lunch – unique opportunity – register 
with Sharon at hcCOLAmn@gmail.com – see flyers here today 

 Starry Trek – 20 public accesses examined for Starry Stonewort & Help 8/17/19 
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Watercraft Inspection Education 



Community-Based Social Marketing & Awareness Education 



Reaching out to Lakeshore Owners, Friends, Family & Guests 

Hoping to reach other water users too – who are guests of lakeshore property owners , 
for example:     



Eyes on the Water – Survey 
Goal:  Ring Around Each Lake 



Response Plan on Starry Stonewort AIS in Wolf 
Lake: HC COLA,  both Hubbard & Beltrami 
County AIS Programs, DNR & Others 

• Access signage & kiosks 
– 1 volunteer builder ID’d as PR Eagle Scout project for WMA undeveloped access 

where SSW was identified in Starry Trek 
– 1 volunteer builder still needed for public access 

• Landowner letter mid March 
• Informational Mtgs May & June 
• SSW identification class on the water in July for Wolf Lake landowner team 
• Caution – AIS buoys 

– Avoid chopping the SSW by lifting motor as fragments spread it 

• Monitoring 
• Car counting 
• Survey of Starry Stonewort in July 2019 by DNR 
• Coaching / mentoring – Wolf Lake Residents and water-users to prevent the 

spread within the lake and to other waterbodies 



To Be Continued…. 

HC COLA’s mission enhances, promotes and 
protects the interests of lakeshore property owners, 
lake associations, local government, the general 
public and future generations. 
• www.HubbardCOLAmn.org 
• https://www.facebook.com/Hubbard-County-Coalition-of-Lake-

Associations-171630942993959/ 
• Also on PRLA Chamber of Commerce, Downtown Business 

Association, VolunteerHeartlandLakes, participate in ACTION Park 
Rapids Lakes Area 90-day meetings, & in Residents Guide 

• Articles in Papers, radio clips, presentations at organizational 
meetings!   

• Thank you in advance for sharing your ideas with us too! 
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